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"The building breathes,” Garri-
son nates. Monitoring lem-
peratures with thermaoslalic
sensors, inside and out, he
realized he could eliminate
much of the air-conditioning
ty restoring the passive cooling
system or “gravity ventilation.”
He reopened Lhe transoms,
unblocked the ventilation cav-
ities, and replaced the manu-
ally operated awning windows
of the skylight with electroni-
cally controlled louvers. "Those
windows were cutting-edge
technology in 1918," he says.
“Things have a way of coming
back around.” He estimates
that cooling reguirements have
been reduced by 75 percent, a
savings of $160,000 a year for
the 110,000-sguare-foat, five-
story building.
In addition to restoring and

updating venlilation and im-
proving daylighting, Garrison
made the atrium the center
around which all activities
radiate. On one side is a dou-
ble-height gallery for student

~owalk,

displays and touring exhibi-
tions. Flooring is sealed con-
crete, and hearing walls are
built fram concrete blacks S RlseranTEal
with high levels of fly ash, a enntilled laes
byproduct from coal-burning
power plants, but the real
showstopper here isn't just

a green material.

Angling up from the floor,
giant V-shape steel columns
hold the centerpiece of the
entire renovation 14 feet up in
the air: An angular shell con-

structed from hole-punched
bamboo plywood contains a
new audilarium. Access is vid
the atrium’s second floor.

Slocum Hall is one of a
number of ambilious ecolagi-
cally minded efforts initiated
recently by Syracuse Univer-
sity, efther alone or in tandem
with nonprofits and businesses
on and off the leafy campus,
Though administrators had
mitially considered abandon-
ing stubborn old Slocum,
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its ootimal location between the art and engineering departments
became a deciding factor in favor of the building. By investigating
its inherent strengths, Garrison Architects demonstrated that a reno-
vation can be a cost-effective, energy-efficient, and beautiful way to
build. Garrison himself hopes that Lhe project's sustainable fealures
will serve as teaching tools for young architecture students,

—Alan G. Broke
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